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At the Executive Committee meeting of the College 
and University Department of N.C.E.A. held in Chi- 
cago on April 21, 1954, it was unanimously agreed that 
a new committee be appointed to be designated as the 
“Committee on Sister-Formation.” This action of the 
Executive Committee was the first step by way of 
cooperation in a movement hereinafter referred to. 
In this way, official recognition was given to the proj- 
ect prepared for by a group of Sisters who had already 
spent several years in thought and work before sub- 
mitting their plan of action. 


Beyond recognition, it was apparently the sense of 
the meeting that practical help is imperative if the 
teaching Sisterhoods are to be expected to continue 
their invaluable contribution to Catholic education. 
This help, it is obvious, should be in the form of im- 
proving the present inadequate status of the availa- 
bility of higher (collegiate and professional) educa- 
tion in their years of formation, and when necessary, 
their “in-service” education work. 


The pioneers of this project are a group of devoted, 
self-effacing Sisters, who have had the advantage of 
intelligent and prudent leadership. Their groundwork 
has merited and received general and favorable recog- 
nition, and it is to be ardently desired that this will 
issue in effective help by all who can assist them in 
the realization of their commendable aims and ob- 
jectives as soon as reasonably possible. 


Perhaps a further word on such aims and objec- 
tives to supplement statements already made may be 
in order. This will be done directly or again by im- 
plication, but first we may do better to consider the 
genesis of this Sister-Formation group and the reason- 
ableness of their appeal. 


The importance of having adequately prepared 
Sister-teachers for our parochial grammar schools, 
high schools and academies has always been recog- 


nized by Religious superiors. Community pride, the 
good name of the school, the individual’s desire to 
improve in professional competence, the standards set 
up by accrediting agencies and city and state edu- 
cational authorities, justice to the pupils who attend— 
these are motives which inspire the increasing demand 
for improved advanced education for our teaching 
Sisters. The enormous increase in Catholic school at- 
tendance in recent years, and the uninhibited criticisms 
expressed by those school people who are feeling the 
rivalry and fearing the spread of Catholic power in 
this country are other reasons stimulating the Con- 
gregations to provide their younger members with 
better and better preparation for their class work. 


Organizations are formed and individuals unite to 
work towards the attainment of goals because of felt 
needs and in the knowledge that their unified efforts 
will be more effective; such cooperative work among 
the Sisters themselves will also be more likely to at- 
tract favorable attention to their Cause from those 
in positions to assist them. This latter effect of the 
Sister-Formation conference, though subordinate to 
their own efforts, becomes essential to the success 
of their endeavor. For some of the means which must 
be taken to assure progress depend on the activity 
of those apart from their membership. 


Thus the Committee on Sister-Formation set up 
by the College and University Department of N.C.E.A. 
will find themselves in the helpless position mentioned 
above, unless effective aid is forthcoming to enable 
them to realize their plans of progress towards their 
educational objectives. Their own commendable, har- 
monious, cooperative work towards the achievement 
of these objectives should inspire a cooperative spirit 
in those who can help them to help themselves. Alone, 
they are practically powerless to work out such plans. 
A degree—yes, a great degree of cooperation in the 
true sense of that term, must be forthcoming for them 


2 SISTER-FORMATION BULLETIN 


to achieve substantial success. It may be superfluous 
to remark, except by way of compliment to the Sisters, 
that the kind of cooperation for which we appeal is 
surely not needed on the inspirational side, for the 
Sisters are well aware of their needs and vigorous in 
their efforts to meet them. The help they require is 
the material means of attaining their objective. Those 
who can help must realize that the Sisters’ educa- 
tional preparation to meet even minimum require- 
ments has resulted from a nearly superhuman struggle 
against adverse conditions—not the least of which has 
been financial limitations. This prevailing difficulty 
has been generally aggravated for the Sisters and 
paradoxically made more complacently acceptable by 
others because of the pressure brought to bear on the 
Sisters’ Communities to provide teaching Sisters before 
they have had time to complete their collegiate and 
protessional courses. 


Cooperation—By Whom and How? 


Those who are able and willing to assist by co- 
operation with the Sisters may be guided by the above 
brief and inadequate analysis of their difficulties. It 
would seem that one of the first things needed is to 
work out a plan by which a compromise will be ac- 
cepted on the sound theory that an “ideal” solution 
of the admitted, great need of more Nuns in the class- 
room will have to await the time when the additional 
Nuns will have had an optimum time in which to pur- 
sue their educational formation. Meanwhile, the prac- 
tice of securing supplementary teachers among quati- 
ed laymen and women should be adopted. 


This, as brief thought on the situation will reveal, 
is the first step which must be taken by those in de- 
termining positions; but it is by no means the only 
action necessary. To facilitate the educational pro- 
grams in the Sisters’ Scholasticates or Houses of 
Study, which should be developed to include at least 
a full college curriculum, it may be necessary in some 
cases to provide additional financial resources to assist 
the Sisters to realize such a project. And at this point 
and beyond, a cooperative educational-financial pro- 
gram as among the various Communities, Congrega- 
tions or Orders of Religious (men and women) would 
assist invaluably in securing desired results. 


Suggestions relative to detailed action would be 
worse than useless in the present setting. Undoubtedly 
in many cases all or nearly all possible has been well 
done to meet a stiuation long since recognized; but 
the above outlined Sisters’ group would not have 
“clamored” for creation and appealed for a hearing 
were it not necessary to initiate much-needed improve- 
ment in many geographical areas. In an effort to ex- 
plore the field and to initiate ways and means of im- 
proving conditions by the best utilization of their own 
resources, the Chairman and other selected Sisters of 
the Sister-Formation committee have accomplished 
much in the few months since their appointment. 
They have also appealed to those who, by their posi- 
tion and academic and administrative ability, can help 
them by offering the needed cooperation. I know they 
would have me say how grateful they are for the 
gracious receptions they have been given at the several 
regional preliminary meetings they have held during 
the summer in localities from Los Angeles to New 
York and New Orleans to Oregon. The subsequent 
meetings for which these planning meetings prepared 
augur well for the attainment of gratifying results and 
considerable progress in their brief but intensive “cru- 
sade.” It is to be devoutly hoped that these good re- 
sults will be followed generally by the kind of prac- 
tical action which has already started the Sisters in 


some large archdioceses and smaller dioceses on the 
highroad towards ideal conditions, as regards their 
intellectual and professional formation. As all will 
admit, this latter formation is a necessary comple- 
ment to their religious preparation in their respective 
novitiates, which is universally and rightly considered 
by all concerned as of primary importance in the 
sisters’ formation. 


Cooperation for Sisters’ Communities with 
Inadequate Houses of Studies 


Before attaining or even nearing ideal conditions 
referred to above, much must be done to alleviate the 
present educational status of many Sisters’ Communi- 
ties. ln some cases, Congregations of Sisters do not 
have their own Scholasticates or Houses of Study to 
be attended immediately after the Nuns finish their 
canonical Novitiates. Other Communities, by dint of 
wise planning and often at great sacrifice, have es- 
tablished such Scholasticates with provision for two 
or more years of collegiate work plus minimum peda- 
gogical courses. But admittedly this is not sufficient. 
‘‘he desirable goal is to assure the Sisters of the four- 
years’ college program in the Scholasticates of their 
Houses of Formation after they have completed their 
Novitiate—as set forth by the Sisters at the Cleveland 
Convention, when they adopted the four-years’ college 
program as their basic aim with a fifth year as “ideal” 
preparation. To attain this commendable objective 
a great degree of cooperation must be forthcoming 
from Religious Communities of both men and women 
which find themselves in educational! and financial cir- 
cumstances adequate to extend practical and valuable 
help. 


If a Religious Community is conducting a large 
college or university, especially if a strong depart- 
ment, or better, a school of education is in the institu- 
tion, a concerted and well-planned method of proce- 
dure for this cooperation should be effected. The first 
objective should be to facilitate the “in-service’’ edu- 
cation of Sisters who, from causes referred to, have 
had to begin their teaching careers without having ob- 
tained their first collegiate (Bachelor’s) degree. Si- 
multaneously, at least minimal “education” courses 
should be ottered, both as invaluable help to the stu- 
dent-Sister in her teaching and administrative tasks, 
and in order to meet the requirements of accrediting 
agencies. 


The initiative in effecting, as nearly as possible, 
ideal curriculum and financial conditions should be 
taken by the college or university administration. 
They will find anxious interest in such a cooperative 
suggestion among the Mothers General, the Sister su- 
pervisors and other Sisters they contact and to whom 
they manifest a willingness to set up optimum working 
conditions. All will be interested in the hope of solving 
a problem which has too long been one of the most 
difficult for which to find a solution. 


Colleges or universities of the type and size re- 
ferred to are usually located in or near urban centers, 
in or near which there no doubt will be many pa- 
rochial or diocesan schools whose faculties of Nuns 
would thus be well served. It would serve no purpose 
here, even if it were practical or feasible, to suggest 
detailed points of agreement which would come within 
the purview of such a plan; but a few remarks on one 
angle may be in order. 


One of the most important areas on which certainly 
a favorable adjustment would have to be carefully 
worked out is the financial one, so as to meet the 
limited income of the Sisters—entirely inadequate to 
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pay full tuition for even the Nuns who are now pur- 
suing courses. This number will be increased many- 
fold by reason of the stimulus which the present 
Sister-Formation movement will effect. The matter of 
tuition charges should definitely be an effort towards 
not merely an arbitrary sort of “discount” granted by 
the administration of the college in the hope that it 
would be “covered” by other income. In the considera- 
tion of compensation from Sisters, a “cost-price” tui- 
tion plan should be adopted, with an assurance that 
determining calculations will result in a figure (per- 
haps on a sliding scale) in favor of the Sisters and 
not the college. Finally, careful plans for the adjust- 
ment of schedules and daily time-tables must needs 
be fully considered, and as many reasonable adjust- 
ments as possible should be made in favor of the 
Sisters. 


“Sisters’ College Center’ —A Suggestion 


In geographical areas not having the size or type 
of Catholic college or university treated above, or 
when despite best efforts on the part of all concerned 
a practicable plan cannot be worked out with a con- 
veniently-located large Catholic college, another or- 
ganization or development might be tried. Perhaps 
the best over-all description of the following plan is 
an Extension Division of a given college or university 
—though as may readily be concluded this “Exten- 
sion” designation may not be entirely accurate. 


Perhaps it might be referred to as the Sisters’ Col- 
lege Center or some variation of these terms. Such 
a Center might be located within the region of influ- 
ence of the nearest Catholic college—-a city or county, 
for instance: whatever might be allowed by the state 
education department and approved by the regional 
accrediting agency. There is not much objection to 
off-campus centers so long as they are efficiently su- 
pervised by parent colleges and abide by standard edu- 
cational practice and conform to regulations of re- 
gional accrediting agencies. Envisioning such an ar- 
rangement is sufficient to point up the quality and 
degree of cooperation necessary. 


In such a Sisters’ College Center, the staff might 
well be made up of members of various Religious 
Communities, selected on the basis of their qualifica- 
tions to teach successfully on the college level and on 
the evidence of their own academic preparation. The 
teaching Sisters will be glad to contribute their serv- 
ices gratis for the sake of the cause. They are ideal- 
ists of the highest order. Besides, the services of the 
Religious teachers as a rule must be supplemented by 
seeking the help of other teachers, sometimes priests, 
more often seculars. Some highly reputed and good 
secular teachers might do much to enhance the reputa- 
tion of the Center, bring a point of view to the Sisters 
which they could well appreciate, and help in main- 
taining the approval of educational authorities. A staff 
such as here suggested would have the great advan- 
tage of establishing maximum understanding of the 
student-Sisters’ requirements, capabilities, opportuni- 
ties for class preparation, the objectives of the com- 
munity and diocese under whose auspices they teach. 


The activities of the Sister-Formation conferences 
reveal the admirable efforts of the Sisters towards at- 
taining the mutual help which is available, and which 
can be increasingly realized by the purposeful work 
of such an organization. Some of the attainable bene- 
fits have been mentioned. Other sequential results, 
too numervus to treat in this setting, may well be 
expected as the best means, wisely enacted, gradually 
effect their objectives. All familiar with the Catholic 
educational scene know of the invaluable contribution 


made by the teaching Sisters. It is obvious that even 
greater opportunity for salutary apostolic action by 
these apostles of truth and virtue is imperative in the 
present world crises, to combat the purveyors of ir- 
religion and immorality. The International Congress 
for the Sisters Superior-Generals, held in Rome in 
1952, indicated that this type of united action now 
sought by the Sister-Formation conferences is ardently 
desired by Our Holy Father and the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Religious. So besides assuring practical, 
beneficial results, it is evident then that the Sisters en- 
gaged in this movement have the assurance of the 
highest ecclesiastical approval. This sanction is re- 
flected on the domestic scene by the cordial encourage- 
ment of our own members of the Hierarchy. For this 
and other encouragement, needless to say, the Sisters 
and all who are striving to help them are sincerely 
grateful. 
WHY THE S-F BULLETIN? 


Your publication is being launched, Sisters, in order 
to fill a special need in the field of Sister-education. 
The aim of the Sister-Formation Bulletin, of which 
this is the first issue, is to serve as publicity medium 
on new things in Sister-formation, wherever they may 
be taking place. Its scope extends to Sister-formation 
in all its aspects—spiritual, intellectual, and profes- 
sional training and their fitting integration in pre- 
service and in-service programs. 


We hope to pass on ideas which may stimulate and 
encourage, and to give incentives for constructive 
planning and action, in harmony with the distinctive 
needs and resources of each community. It goes with- 
out saying that there can be no intention of promoting 
any particular religious institute, and still less of de- 
liberately overlooking any group. However, our op- 
portunities for gathering items about what is new are 
limited. It is obvious that we must depend almost 
wholly on the cooperation of the communities them- 
selves in order to keep the departments of the bulletin 
going. We will publicize what we find out about, and 
any omission about your activities means that we 
failed to get word concerning them. We solicit and 
welcome your contributions in order that we may pass 
on in a sympathetic and sisterly way what is being 
said and done for mutual encouragement and help. 


SISTER-FORMATION BULLETIN 
published four times a year by the 
Sister-Formation Conference 


National Catholic Education Association 
College and University Department 
Address communications to: 


Sister Ritamary, C.H.M. 
Editor, S-F Bulletin 
Marycrest College 
Davenport, lowa 


Subscriptien price: fifty cents a year 


If you are engaged in doing anything new in Sister- 
formation, that is potential print for us. Stories of 
plans being tried out are as important—perhaps more 
important—than records of achieved and finished proj- 
ects. Should we make the mistake of telling as news 
what you have been carrying out for many years, let 
us know that, too—and your experience will add 
solidity to the experimental. 


The plan cf the bulletin is a simple amplifying of 
its purpose. We shall feature a lead article by some 
authority who can speak cn a significant aspect of our 
activity. Special departments in each issue will aim 
to cover (1) News of the Sister-Formation Confer- 
ence, regional and national in scope; (2) News on 
Sister-formation anywhere, outside of our immediate 
activity; (3) Brief documentation of articles and books 
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on the topic of the spiritual, intellectual, and profes- 
sional formation of religious. For all of these depart- 
ments we must depend on you for help. 


REGIONAL PLANNING MEETINGS 
SET UP CONFERENCE PROGRAMS 


In order to coordinate the regional conferences to 
be held this fall and winter on the topic of Sister- 
formation, Sister Mary Emil and Sister Ritamary at- 
tended the planning meetings conducted during July 
and August in the six regions of the NCEA. Meetings 
took place on consecutive days, first with the con- 
sultative board and then with the Sisters’ planning 
committee, who were notified in each case by the local 
sub-chairman. Accommodations were provided at Al- 
bertus Magnus college, New Haven, Conn.; Fontbonne 
college, St. Louis; Saint Mary’s Dominican college, 
New Orleans; Mother Celine House of Studies, Port 
Chester, N.Y.; Immaculate Heart college, Los An- 
geles; and Mt. Saint Vincent, Seattle. 


According to the pattern followed in the two meet- 
ings of each region, Sister Mary Emil, presiding as 
chairman, gave as much of -the history of the move- 
ment as seemed needed by the committee members, 
She explained that the purpose of SFC was to pro- 
vide Sisters of various teaching communities with an 
opportunity to meet under circumstances favorable 
to an exchange of ideas, in both systematic and in- 
formal fashion. If it seems feasible, some permanent 
plan for these contacts will be set up as an outcome 
of the exploratory conferences, all functioning under 
the auspices of the NCEA. 


The Sisters are not contemplating an organization 
with any authority, Sister explained, nor one which 
would fail to safeguard the distinctive spirit of each 
religious institute. They do look forward to a pro- 
gram of mutual helpfulness—one which will place em- 
phasis on spiritual formation and on inter-community 
discussion of special contemporary problems arising 
from the need for fitting standards in intellectual and 
professional training of Sisters. 


Regional Problems 


Following the introduction, the chairman invited 
discussion from committee members on their views of 
what problems seemed most worthy of attention in 
the general area of Sister-formation. 

The tentative program submitted by the national 
officers was then considered in an attempt to adjust 
the tentative plan so as to bring out topics important 
to the region. In several sections a special evening 
session was added to the national program to allow 
for development of an additional topic of particular 
interest in the area. 

Announcement of the exact program for each re- 
gion together with speakers and division of sessions 
will be issued as soon as local sub-chairmen can com- 
plete the arrangements. 


EXCERPTS FROM MINUTES 
OF SUMMER PLANNING MEETINGS 


Regional consultative officers in proposing aspects 
of Sister-education for discussion touched on many 
common points—a reassuring fact in view of the ef- 
forts of the Sisterhoods to cooperate and share ideas 
on the solutions of their problems. Some typical com- 
ment from the minutes of the July-August planning 
meetings is reproduced here: 


“The teaching Sister must in the first place b> 
matured spiritually when she undertakes apo- 
stolic work. She should be a person who has 


‘arrived’ spiritually, so that she has a high degree 
of stability. This maturity can be brought about 
and insured only by a formation program — which 
will take time, organizing, and planning.” 


‘Com nunity officials, university guidance per- 
sons, and pastors are expressing the view that 
there is a relation between the problem of vocation 
and the imperfect spiritual, intellectual and pro- 
fessional formation of religious teachers. Parents 
are giving consideration to the type of training 
their daughters will rece.ve when discussing «a 
choice of communities where they will enter.” 


“We should encourage solutions to the problems 
of Sister-education that are realistic and immedi- 
ately feasible for communities in terms of their 
resources.” 


“It is desirable to set up a planning period in 
which kberal training will underlie professional 


training and provide for the development of spe- 
cialties.” 


“The community house of studies is a_ne- 
cessity in order to insure proper spiritual forma- 
tion — continuous formation under one mistress.” 


“We should look for opportunities to present 
Catholic education—its needs, problems, and 
unique contribution — to the public in a new light 
= mutual benefit to pastors, teachers, and 
aity.” 


“In some instances Sisters are being asked to 
take on professional: responsibilities with only 
sketchy spiritual formation.” 


“We must look for ways of meeting the diverse 
certification requirements of several states with- 
out compromising the quality of professional and 
intellectual preparation.” 


“We have built into the Catholic laity a great 
respect for Catholic schools. With lowered stand- 
ards, parents will be faced with a choice of ac- 
cepting interior education or sending children 
elsewhere. Our schools could be the next object of 
criticism in educational matters with a conse- 
quent loss of respect from Catholics.” 


“We must present the need for sharing the re- 
sponsibility for Sister-education.” 


ACTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
AUTHORIZATION AND APPOINTMENTS 


(Excerpts from the summary of minutes of the Executive 
Committee Meeting, College and University Department, 
NCBA, April 19 anu 22. 1954, Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago; 
from College Newsletter, XVII (May, 1954), 6-7.) 


April 19, First Session: “As a final point of his pre- 
pared agenda, the Chairman distributed copies of the 
memorandum on a proposed Sister-Formation Section 
submitted by Sister Emil and requested that the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee read this statement 
and come prepared to discuss the matter fully at the 
second session on Thursday morning.” 


April 22, Second Session: “The Chairman then 
called on Father Meyer to give the background for 
Sister Emil’s request for the establishment of a Sister- 
Formation Section. Father Meyer explained that the 
new request amounts to a rearrangement of SEPS and 
that the regional meetings already encouraged by the 
Executive Committee would be considered as coming 
from this proposed Section. Father also pointed out 
that the memorandum raised and answered some of 
the objections that might be directed at this proposal. 
He felt that there might be a happy solution to the 
problem presented if, instead of the status of a Sec- 
tion, which implies relative permanency, the Executive 
Committee establish a Commission with a time limit 
of three to five years. Considerable discussion cen- 
tered on the choice of the word ‘‘Commission,” which 
does not appear in the By-Laws, the advisability of 
having a Sister-Formation group operate under the 
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Section on Teacher Education, and the wisdom of cre- 
ating a set-up that possibly would have more power 
than existing standing Committees of the Department. 
It was pointed out that any arrangement that would 
grant authority to go ahead with the regional confer- 
ences and give opportunity to enjoy legal status of 
some autonomy would really answer the request cf 
Sister Emil and her group. It was finally decided to 
establish a Committee on Sister-Formation to be in 
existence for a maximum of five years and to come 
directly under the Executive Committee. It was ap- 
proved that the President of the Department appoint 
a Chairman and that she be empowered to choose the 
membership of the Committee on Sister-Formation.”’ 


In line with this authorization Brother Bonaven- 
ture Thomas, F.S.C., President of the College and Uni- 
versity Department, appointed Sister Mary Emil as 
chairman. Her committee includes Sister Mary Basil, 
S.S.N.D., Secretary; Sister Celine, C.R.; Sister M. Em- 
manuel, O.S.F., Mother Mary Florence, 8.L., Sister M. 
Gerard, O.S.F., and Sister Mary Richardine, B.V.M. 


NEWS FROM THE REGIONS 


Fordham university will be host to the Eastern unit 

of the S-F conferences, November 27-28, with the 

University president, the Rev. Laurence J. 

EAST McGinley, S.J., giving the address of wel- 

come. Rev. Joseph F. Gallen, S.J., Wood- 

stock college, Woodstock, Maryland, will speak at the 
morning session of the opening day. 


Right Rev. Msgr. John J. Voight, secretary of edu- 
cation of the Archdiocese of New York, will present 
the Pro Deo association, of which he is the founder, 
in a special afternoon session, November 27. 


Planning committee of the Eastern region includes 
Sister Mary Gertrude, C.R., sub-chairman, Sister Mary 
Enda, O.P., secretary, Mother Anna Marie, C.S.J., 
Mother Mary Robert, O.S.U., Mother Scholastica, 
S.S8.J., Sister Mary Cyrilla, O.S.F., Sister Catherine 
Francis, C.S.J., Sister M. Francis Borgia, I.H.M. 


Consultative officers are Right Rev. Msgr. John J. 
Voight; Rev. Edward M. Dwyer, O.S.A., Dean of Vil- 
lanova college; Rev. Joseph F. Gallen, S8.J.; Brother 
Charles Henry, F.S.C., provincial councillor, New York 
City; and Dr. Roy J. Deferrari, Secretary General, 
Catholic University of America. 


His Excellency, the Most Rev. Edward D. Howard, 
archbishop of Portland, will speak at the Northwest 
regional S-F conference on the 
NORTHWEST topic of the application to the 
American scene of recent  pro- 
nouncements of the Holy Father and the Sacred Con- 
gregation for Religious on the problems of Sister- 
education. The conference participants will likewise 
be honored by an address from His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. Thomas A. Connolly, archbishop of Seattle, 
on the subject of the teaching Sister and the con- 
temporary world. The invocation will be given by His 
Excellency, the Most Rev. Joseph P. Dougherty, bishop 

of Yakima. 


The meeting will open Saturday, January 8, with 
pontifical high Mass, at which Archbishop Howard will 
officiate. Marylhurst college, Portland, is the host 
institution, Mother Mary Joan, S.N.J.M., having ex- 
tended the invitation. Sister Judith, F.C.S.P., direc- 
tress of studies, Seattle, is the regional sub-chairman 
in charge of arrangements. She is assisted by Sister 
Consuela Marie, S.N.J.M., regional secretary. 


“The Relation between Sister-Education and Vo- 
cation”’ will be discussed by a panel of selected speak- 
ers at the evening session, January 8. 


Consultative officers for the Northwest unit are 
Right Rev. Raphael Heider, O.S.B., abbot, St. Martin’s 
abbey, Olympia, Wash.; Very Rev. Albert A. Lemieux, 
S.J., president, Seattle university, Seattle; Rev. 
Thomas Brockhaus, O.S.B., Mt. Angel abbey, St. Bene- 
dict, Ore.; Rev. Philip H. Duffy, superintendent of 
schools, Seattle; Rev. Joseph S. McGrath, C.S.C., dean 
of faculties, University of Portland; Rev. R. V. Kava- 
nagh, president, Carroll college, Helena, Mont.; and 
Sister Mary Richardine, B.V.M., provincial superior, 
Immaculate Conception academy, Davenport, Iowa. 


His Excellency, the Most Rev. John A. Floersch, 
archbishop of Louisville, has extended a welcome to 
the Southern unit of the Sister-Formation 
SOUTH conference, which will meet at Nazareth 
college, Louisville, November 27-28. His 
Excellency, the Most Rev. Charles P. Greco, bishop 
of Alexandria, will address the conference on the open- 
ing day. 


Sister Mary Peter, O.P., supervisor of schools, 
Dominican college, New Orleans, is regional sub-chair- 
man for the Southern S-F conference. Regional sec- 
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Marianites of the Holy Cross, Academy of the Holy 
Angels, New Orleans. 


Assisting with the planning are Sister M. Ade- 
laide, C.D.P., San Antonia; Sister M. Angela, O. Carm., 
New Orleans; Sister Claire Germaine, S.S.J., Baton 
Rouge; Sister M. Clarissa, D.C., Shreveport; Mother 
M. Luke, S.L., Nerinx, Ky.; and Sister Mary of the 
Angels, M.H.S., Lafayette, La. 


Members of the regional consultative board are Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Felix N. Pitt, superintendent of schools, 
Louisville; Very Rev. Msgr. Warren L. Boudreaux, 
J.C.D., St. Peter’s church, New Iberia, La.; Rev. Ed- 
ward A. Doyle, S.J., dean of faculties, Loyola univer- 
sity, New Orleans; Rev. Donald C. McMahon, O.P., 
St. Rose Priory, Springfield, Ky.; Doctor Raymond P. 
Witte, director of Evening Division, Loyola university ; 
and Sister M. Peter, O.P. 


A special evening session of the Southern confer- 
ence will feature a panel on the topic of “The Teach- 
ing Sister and the World of Today.” 

His Excellency, the Most. Rev. Joseph E. Ritter, 

archbishop of St. Louis, will give the invocation at the 

midwest S-F conferences to be held in 

MIDWEST St. Louis, January 7-8. His Excellency, 

the Most Rev. Joseph M. Marling, 

C.PP.S., auxiliary bishop of Kansas City, will speak 
at the opening session. 


Host institution is Saint Louis university, with the 
Very Rev. Paul C. Reinert, S.J., University president, 
giving the address of welcome. Rev. Robert J. Henle, 
S.J., dean of the University’s Graduate School, will 
speak on problems in planning for the advanced edu- 
cation of Sisters. 


Members of the midwest consultative board are 
Rev. James T. Curtin, superintendent of Catholic high 
schools, archdiocese of St. Louis; Rev. Robert J. 
Henle, S.J., Brother Julius Edgar, F.S.C., dean of St. 
Mary’s college, Winona, Minn.; Rev. Walter Pax, 
C.PP.S., dean of St. Joseph’s college, Collegeville, Ind.; 
Rev. John Richardson, C.M., dean of the Graduate 
School, De Paul university; and Sister Mary Basil, 
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S.S.N.D., procurator general of the Notre Dame Moth- 
er House, Milwaukee, and national secretary of the 
Sister-Formation committee. 


Sister Mary Hugh, C.S.J., director of the Depart- 
ment of Education, Fontbonne college, St. Louis, is 
regional sub-chairman. Regional secretary is Sister 
M. Paulissa, S.S.N.D., provincial councillor and edu- 
cational director, Southern Province. 


Under the sponsorship of His Eminence, James 

Francis Cardinal McIntyre, the Southwest unit of the 

S-F conferences will meet late in 

SOUTHWEST December at Immaculate Heart col- 

lege, Los Angeles. Sister Elizabeth 

Ann, I.H.M., is regional sub-chairman, assisted by 

Sister Mary Thomas, O.P. Dominican college, San 
Rafael, Calif., regional secretary. 


Consultative committee members are Rt. Rev. P. 
J. Dignan, superintendent of schools, archdiocese of 
Los Angeles; Rt. Rev. Martin McNicholas, vicar for 
religious, Los Angeles; Rev. Hugh Duce, S8.J., Jesuit 
Educational association, San Francisco; Rev. John 
Hynes, 8.J., Loyola university, Los Angeles; Rev. 
George Rice, superintendent of schools, Diocese of San 
Diego; Brother Thomas, F-.S.C., St. Mary’s college, 
Moraga; Mother M. Florence, 8.L., assistant general 
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Mount St. Mary’s college, Los Angeles; and Sister 
Rose Emmanuella, S.N.J.M., College of Holy Names, 
Oakland. 
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His Excellency, the Most Rev. Henry J. O'Brien, 

archbishop of Hartford, will act as honorary chairman 

for the New England meeting of 

NEW ENGLAND the Sister- Formation confer- 

ences, which will convene at Al- 

bertus Magnus college, New Haven, Conn., Novem- 
ber 26-27. 


Major address of the conference will be given by 
His Excellency, the Most Rev. John J. Wright, bishop 
of Worcester, who will speak on the subject of the 
application of Papal directives to American Catholic 
education. 


Sister Mary Lucia, O.P., president of Albertus 
Magnus, is regional sub-chairman for the New Eng- 
land unit. 


Members of the consultative board are Rt. Rev. 
John J. Hayes, pastor of St. Mary’s church, Stamford, 
Conn.; Very Rev. Robert W. Doyle, superintendent of 
schools, archdiocese of Hartford; Rev. James A. Con- 
nelly, assistant superintendent of schools, Hartford; 
Rev. Vincent C. Dore, O.P., dean and academic vice 
president, Providence college; Rev. Arthur J. Heffer- 
nan, dean of Hartford Teachers college; and Rev. Am- 
brose P. Regan, O.P., Dominican House of Studies, 
Dover, Mass. 


Plan of the Hartford Diocesan Teachers college, 
a unique experiment in diocesan cooperation, will be 
the subject of the evening session. 


S-F COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
SERVES AS TEPS CONSULTOR 


The national chairman of the Sister-Formation 
committee, Sister Mary Emil, I.H.M., represented Sis- 
ter-education as consultor for the executive meeting 
of the National commission on Teacher Education and 
Professional Standards, Chicago, August 19-22. Sister 
was invited to participate in the deliberations as a 
non-voting member. 


In a letter discussing the agenda of the meeting 
Dr. T. M. Stinnett, executive secretary of the NCTEPS, 
wrote: “We are greatly pleased that you are going to 
be with us, and I hope that you will be prepared to 
give the Commission an overview of the developments 
in this field with your group; and that you not hesitate 
to point out, at appropriate times and places, just 
where the Commission can be helpful to your group. 
Furthermore, I want you to feel perfectly free to par- 
ticipate in the deliberations of the Commission. Dr. 
earl W. Armstrong (Chairman of the National Com- 
mission for Accreditation of Teacher Education) 
serves in the same capacity; and he participates in all 
the deliberations of the Commission as actively and 
vigorously as any member, having all the privileges 
except the right to vote.” 


Following the meeting Dr. Stinnett wrote on Sep- 
tember 1: “.. . we are eager to cooperate in any way 
with the parallel movement among your fine group.” 


Sister Mary Emil was also invited to take part in 
the national conference of the TEPS commission, held 
at Albany, New York, June 23-26. She served as re- 
corder for the section on problems of teacher recruit- 
ment. 


SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME 
DRAFT CONSTITUTION FOR CONFERENCE 


Representatives of the five North American prov- 
inces of the School Sisters of Notre Dame will meet 
this month to discuss the constitution tentatively 
drafted for the newly-organized SSND Educational 
Conference. Following further study by the Inter- 
Provincial Council, it is expected that a vote may be 
taken on the final form of the constitution at the 
Spring meeting in April, 1955. 


In an effort to make more effective all the educa- 
tional activities of the community and to give further 
opportunities for professional growth, general organi- 
zational ideas for the Conference were considered at 
a meeting of Provincial representatives held in the 
Milwaukee Motherhouse during Easter week. Comply- 
ing with the suggestions of this group, Mother Mary 
Andrina, the commissary general, appointed an ex- 
ecutive chairman and three members of the executive 
committee, representing elementary, secondary and 
college levels of education. Each of the five provincial 
superiors appointed an additional member to repre- 
sent her respective province. This executive commit- 
tee met at Mount Mary college, Milwaukee, early in 
June to draw up the constitution for the new organi- 
zation. It was agreed that each provincial representa- 
tive on the committee should meet with the inter- 
provincial members for discussion of the proposed 
constitution before the October meeting. 


LORETTO SISTERS OPEN HOUSE OF STUDIES 


An extended program of religious preparation for 
Sisters of Loretto at the Foot of the Cross will start 
with the opening of a special House of Studies, lo- 
cated temporarily at 590 East Lockwood avenue, Web- 
ster Groves. 


“This new program, designed to afford the Sisters 
a longer period of religious preparation and also to 
equip them more adequately for the work they will do, 
conforms to the desires expressed frequently in re- 
cent years by the Holy Father,” the Reverend Mother 
Felicitas, superior general of the Sisters of Loretto, 
explained in announcing the program. 


The House of Studies begins its program with 17 
recently professed Sisters. In the two-year study 


SISTER-FORMATION BULLETIN 7 


course, they will complete the scholastic work begun 
in the postulancy and novitiate for teacher certificates 
and a degree from Webster college. 


SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH 
MEET FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The Troy Province of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet held an educational meeting at the College 
of St. Rose, Albany, Sept. 11. Sectional meetings were 
provided for elementary, high school, nursing and col- 
lege group discussions. 


The constitution of the Educational Conference of 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet has been in- 
corporated in the recently published Report of Pro- 
ceedings and Papers of the Thirteenth General Educa- 
tional Conference (St. Paul: College of St. Catherine). 


The organization includes in its membership all 
Sisters of the community engaged in educational ac- 
tivity. Annual meetings are scheduled when possible 
at a time approximating those of the National Catho- 
lic Educational association. 


CANADIAN RELIGIOUS CONGRESS 


The Canadian Religious Congress, with headquar- 
ters in Ottawa, Canada, held lecture and discussion 
sessions from July 26-30 at Ville Saint-Laurent, Mon- 
treal. “Recruiting and Forming Religious’’ was the 
topic for the third day, featuring papers on “The 
Personnel Required for Forming Religious” and ‘Ele- 
ments in the Formation of Young Religious.’ Below 
are excerpts from the program of Section IV, English- 
Speaking Religious Women, pp. 38-39. The outlines 
cover the speakers’ major points and suggest ques- 
tions for the Study Committees. 


Third paper: “The Personnel Required for Forming 
Religious.” 
Speaker: Reverend Mother Victorine, 1.B.V.M., 
superior general, Loretto Abbey, Toronto, Ost. 
I. The qualities and the special training of the 
Mistress of Novices and of Directress of the 
Junior Professed. (Which quality—-holiness 
or prudence — is more important in a Mis- 
tress of Novices? Why? Are philosophy, 
and especially psychology, as necessary as 
theology for the Mistress?) 


II. The respective functions of the Mistress and 
the Directress. (How are the responsibilities 
of a Directress of Junior Professed harmo- 
nized with those of the Local Superior? ) 


III. Importance of the religious milieu. (Is it 
well for the Junior Professed to remain in 
the noviceship and under the direction of the 
Mistress of Novices for a year or more after 
First Profession? In the daily routine is 
prayer more important than other duties?) 


IV. Participation of the Novices and of the Jun- 
ior Professed in their own formation. (How 
can the Mistress of Novices best develop in 
the novices initiative and responsibility in 
their own formation? What is the distinc- 
tion between the spiritual life and the re- 
ligious life? ) 


Fourth paper: “Elements in the Formation of Young 
Religious.” 
Speaker: Reverend Mother Mary Electa, S.P., 

Providence Mother House, Kingston, Ont. 

I. Necessity of a sound doctrinal training. (Is 
it safe to permit a novice to make profession 
who, though she seems docile and pious, and 
is very desirous of becoming a Religious, 
has great difficulty in grasping the doctrine 
on which religious life is based? ) 


II. The objective sought in religious formation. 
(How can we overcome the conflict that 
exists in the minds and hearts of our young 
Sisters in correlating personal sanctity with 
the external works of the Community? Can 
we measure up to the ideal of a prolonged 
formation (after profession) in the face of 
so many urgent appeals for Religious? 


Ill. Religious formation and the development of 
personality. (In giving opportunities for 
initiative, how avoid encouraging the spirit 
of independence, the common complaint 
against young Religious? How can we im- 
press on young Religious the lesson of the 
talents?) 


IV. Religious formation and the development of 
community spirit. 
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“Good teachers, then, should have perfect human 
formation, intellectual and moral. . . . Good teachers 
need a professional competency which should be at 
least above average, and better yet, outstanding on 
all levels of instruction and in each of the specialized 
fields, if it is not to be unworthy of a mission which 
serves not merely the people and the State, but also 
God, the Church and souls.” 


Pope Pius X11, “The Secret of Good Schools.” Radio- 
message to the Fifth Inter-American Congress on Cath- 
olic Education at Havana. From “The Pope Speaks,” 
I (First Quarter, 1954), 20. 
® 
Sister Mary Richardine Quirk, B.V.M. Some Present- 
Day Problems in the Education of Teaching 
Sisters in the United States. Marquette Uni- 
versity Graduate School, 1953. M.A. thesis. 
(For private circulation only, with the per- 
mission of the author). 


Sister Mary Richardine’s study presents significant 


statistical data of special interest and value to those 
charged with the professional training of religious 
teachers. 


As a member of the Survey Committee of the 
Teacher-Education Section of the College and Uni- 
versity Department, NCEA, in 1952, Sister Mary Rich- 
ardine assisted in conducting a national survey on the 
preparation of religious teachers. This survey was 
concerned with current policies and practices, desired 
goals, and obstacles tu the attainment of those goals 
in the education of teaching Sisters. 


In assembling the data the writer has studied the 
problems associated with religious teacher-training in 
the light of the explicit teachings of the Church, with 
particular reference to the pronouncements of our 
present Holy Father. Five aspects of the general 
problem of teacher-training are considered of major 
importance and are given specific attention in this 
study: (1) the responsibility of those charged with 
providing adequate preparation for teaching Sisters; 
(2) certification requirements of the various states; 
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_ (3) increasing enrollments, with their added burdens; 
(4) provision, by securing qualified lay teachers, for 
a prolonged pericd of religious and professional forma- 
tion; (5) the matter of financing pre-service training 
of Sisters and of paying the salaries of the additional 
lay teachers required. The writer states some signifi- 
cant conclusions on the basis of critical analysis of 
these major issues in religious-teacher training. 
S.M.V. 


“The great duty of charity for each one of us is 
first of all to be useful in human society for the com- 
mon good, the Divine good... . To be a good Christian 
is to be able to play a useful and effective role in the 
Church. To this end one should be more intelligent, 
‘cultured, and well-informed than if one were not a 
Christian—not only with respect to the truths of faith 
but on all truths. One should be able to explain and 
defend the faith in a reasonable way, in words which 
speak to the mind and heart of men of our time. The 
faith of a hod-carrier is a sin for one who is not a 
hod-carrier. ... The virtue of trust should not be used 
as a pretext for evading the duty encumbent on us 
before God and man—the duty of proclaiming God to 
the world. It is the first duty of charity to be fore- 
most in one’s business or profession and thereby to 
attract respect by integrity, trustworthiness and effi- 
ciency. ... It is the first duty of charity to see that 


—the best journals are those edited by Catholics, the 


best plays those directed by Catholics, the best his- 
toric, philosophic, and scientific works those written 
by Catholics. . . . Catholics should produce the popu- 
lar works most in harmony with the needs of our 
times; they should be foremost as speakers and writ- 
ers. To work towards this end, within the sphere of 
action proper to each one—this is the first duty of 
charity.” 


(from Chanoine Jacques Leclercq, Essais de Morale 
Catholique, t. 1. Paris: Casterman, 1950, p. 221). 


Mother Mary Florence, S.L., “We Need Sisters to Staff 
Our Schools,” The Priest AMBASSADOR 0; 
Christ (Summer, 1954), pp. 14-15, 46. 


The article calls for extending and intensifying 
training programs for Sisters in order to provide re- 
ligious teachers “with solid spiritual formation and 
high professional competency.” 

e 
Sister Mary Basil, $.S.N.D., “Meeting on Sister Forma- 
tion Conferences,” NCEA College Newsletter, 
XVII (May, 1954), 6-7, 8. 


Minutes of the Planning meeting on Sister-forma- 
tion held at the Conrad Hilton hotel, Chicago, April 
21, 1954, are available in this issue of the College 
Newsletter. 

e 


Sister Mary Emil, I.H.M., “Cooperation in Sister- 
Training,” NCEA College Newsletter, XVII 
(October, 1953), 2-4. 


The national chairman of the Sister-Formation 
committee discusses problems in meeting the needs of 
Sister-education and considers the possibilities of the 
sharing of facilities in community planning. The ar- 
ticle explains the purpose and scope of the Directory 


of Catholic Women’s Colleges Offering Facilities for 
the Education of Sisters. 


Rev. Kenny Cox, O.F.M., Cap., M.A. The Conditions 
of Religious Teaching Personnel in Diocesan 
and/or Parochial Schools. “Catholic Univer- 
sity Research Abstracts,” Catholic Educational 
Review, LIL (May, 1954), 334-335. 


The study, available on inter-library loan, inter- 
prets facts solicited from 11 communities of Priests, 
10 of Brothers, and 160 of Sisters. 


Douglas E. Scates, “Doctoral Studies in Teacher Edu- 
cation,” Journal of Teacher Education, V 
(June, 1954), 160-169. 


This third annual list of doctoral studies dealing 
with teacher education classifies 163 entries. ‘The 
scope of the present work includes the induction of 
teachers into service and problems of the beginning 
teacher. . . . It also includes in-service education of 
teachers.’ Classified in the list is Sister M. Brideen 
Long’s, An Evaluation of Catholic Elementary School 
Teachers’ Pre-service Education. Catholic University 
of America, 1952. 99pp. 


Competent Teachers for America’s Schools, Lay-Pro- 
fessional Action Programs to Secure and Re- 
tain Qualified Teachers. Official Report of the 
Albany Conference, June 23-26, 1954. Ninth 
Annual Conference of the National Commis- 
sion on Teacher Education and Professional 
Standards. 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington, D.C. $1.00. (To be reviewed). 


This report makes available the major addresses 
of the Albany conference, including descriptions of 
existing programs and recommended action programs 
in problem areas of teacher qualification. Together 
with the March, 1954 issue of the Journal of Teacher 
I:xducation, this report makes up the most authorita- 
tive existing body of information on problems of 
teacher supply and demand in the United States and 
on measures which might be taken to improve the 
present crisis. 


Sister Mary Mannes Kern, O.P., M.A. A Study of 
Factors which Impede Sisterhoods’ Efforts in 
Education. “Catholic University Research Ab- 
stracts,” Catholic Educational Review, LIL 
May, 1954), 335. 


Sister discusses causes of the lack of prepared 
teachers for replacing teachers now in service. 


“We speak much today, even with reference to re- 
ligious institutes, of the necessary adaptation to pre- 
sent conditions of life and work, very different from 
those of former times. This adaptation is not only 
permissible but indeed imperative, and it conforms to 
the directives of the Holy See: the first International 
Congress of Religious Institutes—‘l-aggiornamento,’ 
that is to say, with the necessity of getting ‘up-to- 
date.’’’ Very Rev. Joseph Rousseau, O.M.I., secretary 
general of Canadian Religious, in a circular letter to 
Canadian Mothers General, August 31, 1953, Ottawa. 


